The Third Arab-Israeli War
April 7 incident, however, multiplied the pressures on Nasser to
take a more direct and active role in supporting their Syrian
ally the next time she was attacked.12 The Soviet Union did
not appear to seek an immediate change in the status quo of the
area and seemed inclined toward caution and restraint. This
was evident from Moscow's cool response to a Syrian request
for Soviet support for a "war of liberation" against Israel.13 In
response to the April 7 incident, the Soviet Union sent what
appeared to be a fairly routine note to Israel—well after the
incident occurred—blaming Israel for the attack and warning
her for following a risky policy "dangerous to the cause of
peace".14
triggering the crisis
Events in May 1967 pointed towards a confrontation. Arab
commandos showed increasing daring and proficiency in attack-
ing Israeli positions and Syrian officials made threatening state-
ments. These were countered by warnings cm 11 and 12 May,
1967, by Israeli leaders that the continuance of incidents within
Israel caused by terrorists coming from Syria would be met by
severe reprisals. The New York Times reported that Israeli
leaders had decided that "the use of force against Syria*of
considerable strength, but of short duration and limited in
area**, migfct be the only way to curtail the increasuag terrorism.15
The Israeli view was that since the Soviet Union was unwilling
12 Nasser was accused by the Saudi Arabians, Jordanians and Syrians
•f speaking bravely—when Israel launched her large-scale reprisal as-
saults against Jordan and Syria—but acting meekly. New York Times,
10 April 1967; Charles W. Yost, "The Arab Israeli War: How it Began*',
Foreign Affairs, January, 1968, p. 305 f.
i* Washington Post, 3 February 1967, p. A 21.
n Pravda, 26 April 1967.
i* New York Times,  17 May 1967.
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